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A total of 4 State Response Trailers are required to implement all of the tactics in this GRP. 

Responders should always consider on-scene conditions before deploying GRP tactics.  Tactics may not be safe or 

effective under certain conditions.  Responder safety should always be the first priority.
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ID Location and 

Description 

Response Strategy Implementation 

BB-02-01 

 

 

Westport River System 

a.) Spindale Rock Yacht 

Club -  

      Lat. 41º30'41"N    

      Lon. 70º51'51"W 

Horseneck Point -  

b.) Lat. 41º30'41"N 

 Lon. 71º05'22"W 

c.) Lat. 41º30'36"N  

     Lon. 71º05'22"W 

Foot of Coggeshall Ln 

off of River Rd. -  

d.) Lat. 41º31'02"N 

 Lon. 71º05'44"W 

e.) Lat. 41º31'06"N 

 Lon. 71º05'40"W 

Divert and Collect - 

Shoreside 

Due to strong currents and high 

wave action outside of and at 

river entrance, booming 

strategies are limited to divert 

and collect-shoreside at 

specified locations.  

 

NOTE: Additional divert and 

collect strategies can be set up 

to the east of the river 

entrance, to the south of the 

Knubble, and inside the river at 

Trippôs Marina.  These 

strategies are not shown in the 

diagram. 

 

For (a) deploy 700 ft of 18ò boom using dock pilings 

and anchors to set boom.  Navigational buoy in 

channel may also be used as an anchor.   

Set up shoreside recovery units.  Place passive 

recovering at collection points to minimize leakage.  

For (b & c) place 3x200 ft sections boom at each site 

in a cascaded fashion to divert incoming oil to the 

collection sites.  Set up shoreside recovery units.  

Place passive recovering at collection points to 

minimize leakage.  

For (d & e) place 3x200 ft sections of boom in a 

cascaded fashion to divert incoming oil to the 

collection sites.  Set up shoreside recovery units.  

Place passive recovering at collection points to 

minimize leakage.  

Place passive recovery along the shoreline to the 

south of the collection point to protect marsh. 

Tend throughout the tide. 

NOTE: Line of boom from BB-02-01b can be 

extended to overlap strategy BB-02-01d to create 

chevron. 

BB-02-02 

 

 

Westport River System 

Various locations 

Passive Recovery 

Place passive recovery tactics 

to recover oil and prevent it 

from entering sensitive areas. 

 

Place snare or absorbent boom along marsh front to 

minimize damage and facilitate recovery. 

Replace as necessary to maximize recovery. 

BB-02-03 

 

 

Westport River System 

Nearshore waters in the 

general area of: 

a. Lat. 41º30'00"N    

 Lon. 71º05'00"W 

North of flood tidal delta, 

inside river entrance.  

b. Lat. 41º30'53"N    

 Lon. 71º05'33"W 

Free-oil Recovery 

Maximize free-oil recovery in 

the offshore, nearshore & river 

environment depending on spill 

location and trajectory. 

 

Deploy free-oil recovery strike teams upwind and up 

current of the river entrance. 

Use aerial surveillance to locate incoming slicks. 

 



      Buzzards Bay  Geographic Response Plan                                     

         Westport R iver System BB -02                                                                                          

Version: September 2009                        Nuka Research and Planning Group, LLC  

Page 3 of 4    

 

ID Response Resources Staging Area 

Site Access 

Resources Protected Special 

Considerations 

BB-02-01 

 

 

Deployment 

Equipment 

3100 ft. 18ò boom 

2500 ft. snare or sorbent boom 

36 anchor sets  

5 anchor stakes 

5 shoreside recovery system 

Vessels 

2 skiffs 

Personnel/Shift 

6 total (1 vessel operator + 1 

responder per vessel, 2 shoreside 

responders) 

Tending 

Vessels 

2 skiffs 

Personnel/Shift 

6 total (1 vessel operator + 1 

responder per vessel, 2 shoreside 

responders) 

Staging Area: Town Hall 

parking lot, 816 Main Rd.; 

Route 88 to Charlotte White 

Rd. to Main Rd.  

Site Access for (a):  

Spindale Rock Yacht Club; 

Main Rd to Adamsville Rd to 

Old Harbor Rd to 762 River 

Rd.  Gated entry requires key. 

Site access for (b & c): 

Via marine waters from 

Spindale Rock Yacht Club.  

Shore access along Horseneck 

beach is also possible with 

ATV. 

Site Access for (d & e): 

Main Rd to Adamsville Rd to 

Old Harbor Rd to 762 River 

Rd to Coggeshall Ln.  Cut 

path to water way through low 

bush and vegetated area. 

Also via water from Spindale 

Rock Yacht Club. 

 

Chart  13228-1 

Fish-shellfish, finfish, 

lobster, and crab present 

in large quantities. 

Birds-waterfowl 

concentration; Osprey, 

Least and Common 

Tern. Piping Plover 

(state/federally 

threatened) on beaches 

outside of river 

entrance. 

Habitat- extensive 

coastal river system 

with tidal flats and 

marsh grasses along 

river banks, eel grass 

beds, sand and cobble 

beaches. 

Human use- several 

marinas, large mooring 

fields, recreational 

beaches, state park and 

aquaculture sites are 

present.    

Vessel master should 

have local knowledge.   

Strong currents in excess 

of 4 kts at river entrance.    

Very large waves in SW 

to SE wind. 

Set boom at change of 

tide. 

Shallow flood delta 

inside river mouth. 

Entire site surveyed: 

01/23/08. 

Tested: not yet. 

BB-02-02 

 

 

 

To be determined at time of 

incident. 

 

Same as BB-02-01 

 

Same as BB-02-01 

 

Use snare boom for 

persistent oils and 

sorbent boom for non-

persistent oils. 

BB-02-03 

 

 

Deploy multiple free-oil 

recovery strike teams as required 

to maximize interception of oil 

before it impacts sensitive areas. 

 

Vessel Platform 

Via marine waters.  

Chart  13228-1 

Same as BB-02-01 

 

Vessel master should 

have local knowledge. 

Use extreme caution, 

shoal waters with rocks 

and continually shifting 

sand bars. Currents and 

winds are locally 

variable and can create 

dangerous operating 

environments. 
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Site Photographs and Contact Information 

 

Ground view looking north on 23 January 2008.  

 

 

Contact Information:  

Town of Westport Shellfish Constable: 

 (508) 636-1105 

Chief Brian Legendre, Westport Fire Department: 

(508) 672-0721 

Massachusetts Department of  

Fish and Wildlife: (508) 792-7270 

Horseneck Beach State Reservation (MA DEM) :  

(508) 636-8816 

The Coalition for Buzzards Bay: (508) 999-6363 

 

Aerial view looking east at low tide on 29 May 2004. RPI 

photo. 

 

 

 

Spindale Rock Yacht Club Docks, view looks southeast, 23 

January 2008.  

Sandy beach, south of Spindale Rock Yacht 

Club, 23 January 2008.  

 


