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A total of 3 State Response Trailers are required to implement all of the tactics in this GRP. 

Responders should always consider on-scene conditions before deploying GRP tactics.  Tactics may not be safe or 

effective under certain conditions.  Responder safety should always be the first priority.
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ID Location and 

Description 

Response Strategy Implementation 

BB-27-01 

 

 

Buttermilk Bay  

Cohasett Narrows ï 

Lat. 41º45'04"N       

Lon. 70º37'22"W 

Lat. 41º45'53"N       

Lon. 70º37'21"W 

 

Divert and Collect ï 

Shoreside 

Deploy protected water boom 

set to divert oil to collection 
point. 

 

 

Deploy anchors and boom with skiffs. 

Location response shared between Wareham and 
Bourne First Responders. 

Extend 1200 ft of 18ò boom as shown in diagram to 

divert incoming oil to the collection site on north 

side of channel.  Set up shoreside recovery unit at 

collection point. A 2/3 deployment of boom may be 
sufficient due to direction of current.     

Tend throughout the tide.  

BB-27-02 

 

 

Buttermilk Bay  

a.) Butler Cove ï 

Lat. 41º44'47"N    
Lon. 70º37'36"W 

b.) Buzzards Bay Marina  

Lat. 41º44'45"N    
Lon. 70º37'15"W 

 

Exclusion 

Set boom at two locations to 

exclude oil from entering cove 
and marina basin. 

 

Deploy anchors and boom with skiffs. 

For a) extend 700 ft of 18ò boom across entrance to 

Butler Cove.  Set anchors every 200 ft.  

For b) extend 200 ft of 18ò boom across marina 

entrance. 

Tend throughout the tide. 

BB-27-03 

 

 

Buttermilk Bay  

Jacobs Neck ï 

a. Lat. 41º44'36"N 
 Lon. 70º38'15"W 

b. Lat. 41º443'24"N   
 Lon. 70º38'17"W 

Beach Berms 

Two small coastal inlets. Build 

beach berms or use exclusion 
boom. 

 

Build beach berms approximately 90 ft. long.  Use 

local beach and inter-tidal bar sediments.  If the 

berms are expected to remain in place for more than 

a few days, place a 20ô x 12ò pipe in each channel 

and build the berms on top of the pipes. Use culvert 
plugs to control water flow through the pipes.   

 

BB-27-04 

 

 

Buttermilk Bay System 

Nearshore waters in the 
general area of: 

Lat. 41º44'00"N    
Lon. 70º38'00"W 

Free-oil Recovery 

Maximize free-oil recovery in 

the offshore & nearshore 

environment of Buttermilk Bay 

System depending on spill 
location and trajectory. 

 

Deploy free-oil recovery strike teams upwind and up 
current of Buttermilk Bay. 

Use aerial surveillance to locate incoming slicks. 
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ID Response Resources Staging Area 

Site Access 

Resources Protected Special Considerations 

BB-27-01 

 

 

Deployment 

Equipment 
1200 ft. 18ò boom 

5 anchor sets  

2 anchor stakes 

600 ft. snare or sorbent boom 

1 shoreside recovery system 

Vessels 

2 skiffs 

Personnel/Shift 

8 total (1 vessel operator + 1 responder 

per vessel, 4 shoreside responders) 

Tending 

Vessels 

1 skiff 

Personnel/Shift 

4 total (1 vessel operator + 1 responder 
per vessel, 2 shoreside responders) 

Staging Area:  Rt 25 exit 

1, Wareham Park and 
Ride. 

Site Access:  Rt 6 to 

Lincoln Ave to Rip Van 
Winkle Way.   

Chart  13236-1         

Fish-shellfish, finfish 

Birds-waterfowl 

concentration, Roseate 

Tern (federal/state 

endangered) 

Habitat-marsh, sheltered 

tidal-flats, barrier beach, 

eel grass beds, sand and 

cobble beaches, shoreline 
armament 

Human use-private docks, 

marinas, state college, 

and private and public 
beaches  

Vessel master should have local 

knowledge. 

Estimated currents in center 

channel may exceed 3 kts. 

The currents can exceed 6 kts in 

nearby Cape Cod Canal.  

Entire site surveyed: 01/14/08. 

Tested: not yet. 

BB-27-02 

 

 

 

Deployment 

Equipment 

900 ft. 18ò boom 

4 anchor sets  

4 anchor stakes 

Vessels 

2 skiffs 

Personnel/Shift 
8 total (1 vessel operator + 1 responder 

per vessel, 4 shoreside responders) 

Tending 

Vessels 

1 skiff 

Personnel/Shift 

4 total (1 vessel operator + 1 responder 

per vessel, 2 shoreside responders) 

Staging Area:  Same as 
BB-27-01. 

Site Access:   

a) Rt 6 to Onset Ave to 

Pine Tree Drive to private 
beach.  

b) Rt 6 to Academy Drive 

to Wright Ln. 

Chart  13236-1 

Same as BB-27-01. 

 

Same as BB-27-01. 

 

BB-27-03 

 

 

Deployment 

Equipment (per site) 
Local beach material 

1 pipe (20' x 12") 

1 culvert plug 

24 sand bags 

2 spade shovels 

1 air pump  

Vehicles 
1 tractor with front end loader 

Personnel/Shift 

2 shoreside responders 

Staging Area:  Same as 

BB-27-01. 

Site Access:  

c) Rt 6 to Onset Ave to 

Robinwood Rd to 

Fishermans Cove Rd.                  

 b) Rt 6 to Onset Ave to 

Robinwood Rd. 

Chart  13236-1 

Birds-waterfowl 

concentration 

Habitat-coastal pond and 

marsh system  

Coordinate with DPW. 

If berms are to remain in place for 

more than a few days, construct 

underflow dam. 

Monitor for incoming oil. 

Emergency permit from DEP 
required. 

BB-27-04 

 

 

 

Deploy multiple free-oil recovery strike 

teams as required to maximize 

interception of oil before it impacts 

sensitive areas. 

Vessel Platform 

Via marine waters.  

Chart  13236-1 

Same as BB-27-01. Vessel master should have local 

knowledge. 
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Site Photographs and Contact Information 

 

View of bay entrance 

looking east at low tide 

on 29 May 2004.  Arrow 

points to collection 

point.   RPI photo 

 

 

Contact Information:  

Chief David Kingsbury, Bourne Fire 

Department: (508) 759-4412 

Tim Mullen, Bourne DNR: (508) 759-0600 

Mike Parola, Wareham Harbor Master :  

(508) 291-3100 x 3186 

Massachusetts Dept. of Fish and Wildlife:  (508) 

792-7270 

The Coalition for Buzzards Bay: 

 (508) 999-6363 

Cohasset Narrows at the entrance to 

Buttermilk Bay on 29 May 2008.  View 

looks east. RPI photo 

 

 

 

Entrance to Buttermilk Bay at Cohasset Narrows on 14 

January 2008.  

 View of Taylor Point from Whittemore Point at low 

tide on 14 January 2008.  View looks southeast.  

 


