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A total of 7 State Response Trailers are required to implement all of the tactics in this GRP. 

Responders should always consider on-scene conditions before deploying GRP tactics.  Tactics may not be safe or 

effective under certain conditions.  Responder safety should always be the first priority.
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ID Location and 

Description 

Response Strategy Implementation 

BB-42-01 

 

 

Quissett Harbor 

Gansett Pointï 

     Lat. 41º32'24"N   

     Lon. 70º39'58"W 

The Knobï 

     Lat. 41º32'33"N    
     Lon. 70º39'41"W 

Apexï 

     Lat. 41º32'32"N    
     Lon. 70º39'53"W 

Deflection 

Large chevron set at harbor 

entrance to deflect oil away 

from harbor. 

 

Deploy anchors and boom with skiffs. 

Set 2000 feet of 24ò boom from Gansett Point on 

SW side of entrance to point outside of The Knob 

(the headlands on NE side of entrance) in an open 
chevron shape. Set apex at government mark C ñ3ò. 

Initial response may call for only one leg of chevron 

to be set depending on location and size of spill and 
expected weather conditions. 

Place anchors every 200 ft.  

BB-42-02 

 

 

Quissett Harbor 

The Knobï 

a.) Lat. 41º32'32"N   

     Lon. 70º39'26"W 

 

     Lat. 41º32'19"N   

     Lon. 70º39'24"W 

Quissett Harbor Marshï 

b.) Lat. 41º32'14"N   
     Lon. 70º39'46"W 

     Lat. 41º32'17"N    
     Lon. 70º39'40"W 

 

Exclusion 

For (a):  

Large chevron set at mid-

harbor entrance to exclude oil 

from inner harbor. 
 

For (b):  

Two legs of boom set to 

exclude oil from entering 
marsh. 

 

Deploy anchors and boom with skiffs. 

For (a) set 1800 ft of 18ò boom in a shallow angled 

chevron configuration as shown in diagram.  Boat 

moorings and a stone pier can be used as anchor 

points.  Boom can be set as an open chevron to allow 

boat traffic. Also boom can be set as an inverted 

chevron if skimmers are available. 

Add passive recovery along shoreline to the west of 

attachment points to protect marsh grasses. 

For (b) set 1300 ft of 18ò boom around rocky island 

and outside of marsh entrance as shown in diagram.  
Set apex north of rock island. 

Add passive recovery along marsh front to capture 
any entrained oil. 

Permanent mooring should be placed at apex. 

Set anchors every 200 feet.    

BB-42-03 

 

 

Quissett Harbor 

The Knobï 

     Lat. 41º32'34"N   

     Lon. 70º39'34"W 

 

Divert and Collect ï 

Shoreside 

Place and anchor sections of 

protected water boom in a 

cascaded fashion to divert the 

oil to the identified shoreside 
collection location. 

Deploy anchors and boom with skiffs. 

Place 6x200 ft sections of 18ò protected water boom 

in a cascaded fashion to divert incoming oil to the 

collection site.  Set up shoreside recovery unit.  

Place passive recovery at collection point to 
minimize leakage.  

Tend throughout the tide. 

BB-42-04 

 

 

Quissett Harbor 

Nearshore waters in the 
general area of: 

     Lat. 41º32'30"N    
     Lon. 70º40'00"W 

Free-oil Recovery 

Maximize free-oil recovery in 

the offshore & nearshore 

environment of Quissett Harbor 

depending on spill location and 
trajectory. 

Deploy free-oil recovery strike teams upwind and up 

current of the Harbor. 

Use aerial surveillance to locate incoming slicks. 
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ID Response Resources Staging Area 

Site Access 

Resources Protected Special Considerations 

BB-42-01 

 

 

Deployment 

Equipment 

2000 ft. 24ò boom 

10 anchor sets  

2 anchor stakes 

Vessels 

2 skiffs 

Personnel/Shift 

8 total (1 vessel operator + 1 responder 

per vessel, 4 shoreside responders) 

Tending 

Vessels 

2 skiffs 

Personnel/Shift 

8 total (1 vessel operator + 1 responder 

per vessel, 4 shoreside responders) 

Staging Area: Town 

Transfer Station; Route 28 

to Thomas P. Landers Rd.  

 

Site Access: Route 28 to 

Quissett Harbor Rd to 

harbor.  

Via vessel to site. 

 

Chart  13230-1 

Fish-shellfish, finfish.  

 

Birds-waterfowl concentration. 

 

Habitat-eel grass beds, sand 

and cobble beaches, headlands 

at entrance, shoreline 

armament. 

 

Human use- recreational 

beaches, mooring field inside 

harbor, private docks.  

Vessel master should have local 

knowledge. 

 

Rocky shoreline, only small craft 

should be used near NW shoreline. 

 

Maximum estimated current .5 kts. 

 

Large waves can be expected in 

strong NW winds. 

 

Site surveyed: 01/09/08. 

 

Tested: not yet. 

BB-42-02 

 

 

Deployment 

Equipment 

3100 ft. 18ò boom 

14anchor sets  

4 anchor stakes 

1200 ft. snare or sorbent boom 

Vessels 

2 skiffs 

Personnel/Shift 

8 total (1 vessel operator + 1 responder 

per vessel, 4 shoreside responders) 

Tending 

Vessels 

2 skiffs 

Personnel/Shift 

8 total (1 vessel operator + 1 responder 

per vessel, 4 shoreside responders) 

Same as BB-42-01 

 

Birds-waterfowl concentration. 

 

Habitat-rocky shoreline and 

marsh system.  

Moored vessels may need to be 

moved. 

 

Most effective for oil approaching 

from the west.  

 

BB-42-03 

 

 

Deployment 

Equipment 

1200 ft. 18ò boom 

11 anchor sets  

1 anchor stakes 

1 shoreside recovery system 

Vessels 

2 skiffs 

Personnel/Shift 

6 total (1 vessel operator + 1 responder 

per vessel, 4 shoreside responders) 

Tending 

Vessels 

1 skiff 

Personnel/Shift 

4 total (1 vessel operator + 1 responder 

per vessel, 2 shoreside responders) 

Same as BB-42-01 

 

Same as BB-42-01 

 

Same as BB-42-01 

 

BB-42-04 

 

 

 

Deploy multiple free-oil recovery 

strike teams as required to maximize 

interception of oil before it impacts 

sensitive areas. 

Vessel Platform 

Via marine waters.  

 

Chart  13230-1 

Same as BB-42-01 Vessel master should have local 

knowledge. 
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Site Photographs and Contact Information 

 

Quissett Harbor at 

low tide looking 

southwest on 29 

May 2004. RPI 

photo. 

  

 Southern attachment point for alternate strategy at low 

tide on 12 June 2008.   

Rock island with Quissett Marsh in background at low 

tide on 12 June 2008.   

Contact Information:  

Paul Brodeur, Falmouth Fire Chief:  (508) 495-2511 

Greg Fraser, Falmouth Harbormaster : (508) 547-2550 

Mark Patton, Falmouth DNR: (774) 836-3946 

Jen McKay, Falmouth Conservation Commission : (508) 495-7446 

Massachusetts Dept. of Fish and Wildlife:  (508) 792-7270 

The Coalition for Buzzards Bay:  (508) 999-6363 

  

  

   

   

 


